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Welcome to Connecting Lives!  This issue brings a unique glimpse of the reality of climate 

change through the eyes of young people in Malawi, surviving in the aftermath of Cyclone Idai. 

Before Cyclone Idai hit, the same weather system assailed Malawi with heavy rains and severe 

flooding. According to the government, more than 868,900 people are affected. Reports on the 

ground indicate widespread trauma as families have lost everything.  As subsistence families in one 

of the poorest countries in the world, people depend on the weather to grow enough food to live. 

Trained and lent cameras by Eagles, the young people of Patalawo village in Chikwawa, southern 

Malawi, were determined that we should glimpse climate change through their eyes.  

They spent two weeks taking photos and then grouped them into four key messages. Then they  

channelled their grief into action. They analysed the issues in their village that allowed the flood to 

have such an impact, such as poorly constructed houses and crops planted too close to the river. 

Now they are making plans with the rest of the village to tackle them. 

All quotations are directly from the young people . If you live in or near Bath, please come                                    

to our exhibition at ‘Summer on the Rec’ to see the rest of the photos and hear more stories:                                            

Sunday 7 July at Weston Rec, Bath   

 

PhotoVoice: through another ’s  eyes  

“This woman is very sad because her crops were all drowned. She is the only one to                                          

take care of her grandchildren and now she cannot feed them. She has no idea what to do.” 
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1. “The flood waters were so strong,                            
so powerful. They destroyed everything.” 

“This dyke was constructed to reduce the flow of flood water. This photo shows                                                  

how strong the flood current was – it broke the stone dyke.”  

2. “Our homes were destroyed.” 

“The man is lying in the ruins of his house. He has nowhere to live. His house was destroyed at night, 

while he slept. The walls fell on him and he was badly injured by falling bricks.” 
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3. “All our food, all our work for an entire year 
has vanished. What will we feed our families?”  

“This old lady’s crops were washed away. She is not strong, farming is difficult. She had worked so hard, 

using all her energy to grow food but now she has lost everything. It was difficult for me                                             

to take this photo as she was in tears. But she wanted to tell her story, what has happened to her.” 

“Her crops are buried beneath this sand. She has nothing left.  

Her work has been made meaningless. And her suffering is going to last long.  

She has nothing to eat for the whole year, nothing to feed her children.” 



 

 
For more information or to make a donation, please visit our website http://eaglesmalawi.org/index.html or contact our UK 
registered charity Malawi Support (1115747): 32 Corston Lane, Corston, Bath BA2 9AE; tonyhaines47@gmail.com. 

4. “We are resilient in spite of everything.                 
This shows our strength in our village – people                

are already trying to rebuild their lives.” 

“Their house was completely destroyed but they quickly built the small shelter.” 

“The woman has already gone out to collect resources to rebuild her house.” 

The young people of Patalawo are calling on us to partner with them to stop climate change. Their 

conviction is our inspiration; their courage, our challenge. 

“I want to tell others that because of people far away from this village, our weather is changing. 

People out there are not looking after the environment and so we are suffering.”  

What can we do?  
Emissions from aircraft are a leading cause of climate change, impacting the lives of people around the 

world.  We need to make significant changes to our lifestyle; but there are times when we need to fly.   

You can now ‘climate-compensate’ your flights by: 

1. Clicking HERE to calculate your carbon footprint 

2. Clicking HERE to donate directly to Eagles’ climate change work in Malawi. When prompted by PayPal 

please add the note ‘Climate-compensate’ so your donation goes straight to Eagles’ environmental work.  

As the fourth poorest country in the world, Malawi is one of the hardest hit by climate change. 85%                    

of people are subsistence farmers, eating only what they can grow. Unpredictable weather and  

increasing natural disasters caused by climate change threaten their livelihoods and lives. Your donation 

to Eagles will help communities identify and tackle their  greatest environmental challenges, such as: 

• planting trees to reduce carbon dioxide, improving soil fertility and provide a physical barrier to floods 

• making fuel efficient stoves to reduce deforestation and carbon emissions from cooking 

• using conservation agriculture – farming in a way that benefits and preserves the natural environment.  

You can make a difference—thank you.  

https://www.climatestewards.org/offset/
http://www.eaglesmalawi.org/GetInvolved.html

